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5lnd1an artists have wholeheartedly given their support to a unique movement to
i help mentally ill destitutes, notes Minakshi Raja

- When the heart
precedes art

he roster sounded
like a whe's who of
the Indian art world:
paintars who nor-
mally might not be
meen dead with cerialn other

Samarpan’ oxhibiion st the
Jahangir Art Gallery In Bom-
by, Bylhundnd‘mel‘ntm
ghout 40 paintings had already
beon sold.
From Paris, 5 H Raza painted
% aptly-pamed Compassion
the show and promptly sent
Dy courior mail; Mansaram in
Inslsted

m|gift, and so did Narayanan
am, Sakil Burman, Lali-
Lajmi among 15 others.
{The rest of the 139 painiars
30 per cent of the pri-
they themsaives had fixed,
lch wers mnﬂyinmr than
thelr normal pri
| What hw:.h: :nge-.hcf these
“plctures at & exhibition™ that
med to overflow from the
E.llary? Tha thought behind
IL rocess came jolntly from
Eﬂ and Bharat Vatwani,
trists who practise
from thelr own Shraddha Nurs-
lag Home in suburban Borivili
ilu mbay with another psy-
lrm Dr  Ghanshyam

“We bnlhcnms from less pri-
aged bac! unds,” Dr Bha-
Vexpl . "'l lost my father
an early age snd money
gmm_lmuim pay for
oducation a-ul.llng
ars  during an.ul an
E'Ing:‘rwn door-ta-door selling
ooks for the rest of the year.
Liter, | won a national scholar-
s.llpg“l.\-nlnlhmubniqu,
‘uls hefped m"ﬁl’h‘rfﬂ'lmld
this he see ma through col
Ipge whera [ mat my wife.
“'Becanse of our own back-
groundsiwe always had com:
passlon for the loss fortunate,
apacially for mental patonts
‘Thesn aro people who are unn-
ks to llwi:q afor thamselves,
are unaware of the axtent
r liness, there is an ale-

my

Etrth cp"mr by Bhupen Khakkar

ment of neghect hers because
they have to dopend on soms
other person to take them to s
doctar for treatment...”

Paychia s an expensive
treatmant that can bo afforded
by rich people, though it is an
unforiunate fact that mentally
il people also inhabit our
siroets, pennlless and uncared
for.

11k these people that the Vat-
wanks began o notice on thelr
Sunday morning walks until
one day, they ook their first
destitute patient back 1o thelr
nursing home. The man was
schizophrenic with delusions of
aseparate life from his roal one.

The Vaiwanis bathed him,
fod him and trosied him with
psychotle mediclne. As  he
regained sanity they repanted-
ly questioned him and eventoal-
Iy got his former addross, and
finally they were abls o re-
locain him, OF the 200 such pati-
onis treated so far, abow 70
per cent have recoverod and
the remnining fow may have
:.u!rﬂ;:;i mllmn;‘hﬂmdmy
slop ng thalr leine
top parly, snd In this lness

madicine is of the essance.

commanted Dr “nro
oasier o re-seithe with their
families than local patients. In
the city whore urbanisation
has iaken Qs toll, the (umily
seas thi formar pationt as ano-
ther mouth 1o fesd. " A elty famd-
Iy will look suspiciously at us sl
the time of re bHiation, think-
ing they'll have to pay & hafty
foa for the prodigal's return,
while in the rural arsas we are
tredtod ss lving gods and the
entlre village will turn oot o
walcome usi™

One such patient |s actually
rosponisible  for the present
exhibition. A former studont
and lecturer at the J J School of
Aris, Hemant Thakare was o
gold medalitst, but was remov-
edl from the school stall aller o
mental breakdown. His st
dents worrled for him and artl-
#t G 5 Adiverkar, also formerly
& J J student spoke to the Vat-
wanis, “Can you halp him?"

Thay took him In, making
him pari of the family while his
treatment ‘was going on. After
b was fully recovered, Dr Bha-

rat  decidod w0 tackle
b and after four
months of work Thakare
ot back his old job.

Hearing about his recovery
others ook an Intersst and
agreed to collaborate with the
Idea of the exhibiton which

ARTS

art, and I Is this simplicity that
seems to have appenled o sach
painter as he or she responded
to the latter sach of them
received.

From Krishen Khanna A.n,lu
lip Els Menon, Vivan Sundaram
In Dolhi; Akbar Padnmses,

"“The painters respended unbelievably well,

even though they don't know us personally.
The biggest names gave us thelr works; they
were all very sympathetic and one must never

underestimate the decency of the artists...”

will, hownl'ul‘ly collect fis 20
!l.t y artbsis’ sonsibillty
nalbLll-q' townrds
mm pl“l.ﬁlﬂ in very high.”
sald Thakare, “and it i rare 1o
s&ft 50 MANY pnlm.ors. 139 In
all, exhibiting togother.”
"We for & good
asseried both I’ﬂmlln L!nh-.
nukar and Mario Miranda sepa-
rately, and fnally it wes this
cause that mattered. The Vai-
wanls thomselves admitiod (o
belng totally Ignorant aboul

Badrinarayan, Navjot and Alial
Mnhmndl) and B Prabha in
Bombay: Amit Ambalal and
Haku Shah In Ahmedabad;
Ganash Pyne and Bilkash Bhat-
tscharjes fn Calewtin; Ghulam
Sheikh, Bhupan  Khakkar,
Rekha Nodwiniys io Baroda...
from Paris, London, New York
and Toronio paintings were
seAl or given, Prices warn fh:rd
and the forewarned snd droad
ad haggling did not ulu:-pluco
eve Patel, & moedieal

'Wﬂowwmgmlmmr bgﬂsﬂn.ﬁ'odmﬂ'ﬂyﬂ

g:mli:hm]l himsalf, besides
g & well-known painter

d, "1 had beon seeing these
mantally aMicted dostitutes on
the city streets and ﬂwng:
thought somathing should
done for them. The fact that the
Vatwanis are treating them
work and needod to bo done
and somathing that ‘is very
welcome."

Dr Bharat was all pralss for
the paintors. “They responded
unbollevably well” he said,
“pyen though they didn’t know
us personelly. The biggest
names gave us thelr works;
Lheér wers all very sympathatic
and one must never underasti-
mats the decency of the grigsts,

“They knew wo nesdied the
money (o sxpand our rebabill-
tation contre and thay came for-
ward spontanecusly, which is
s0 much more encouraging and
satisfying than having o
approsch the governmeni for
fandal™

So far there is only this anno
institution |n India dokng his
kind of work, and it 15 Hmited o
Bombay, Far every 12 privals,
paying patlonts that the Vatwa-

nis treat, they take alght desii-
tutes that they have bafrinnded
on thair walks. Ona such per-

08 WAS Scoopl up guttor
waler to drink with a coconut
shall when a friendly arm went
around him with an Invitation
to & hot cup of tea, 11 was also
an invitation to recovery and
dom from mental liness.

The proceeds of this oxhibi-
thon Inwhich paintings are prie-
ed b pween s

15.000-30,0000, will go towar-
ds expanding the Foundation’s
activities with & ssparate 4,600
sq ft centra In Bombay's Dahi-
par, The Vatwanks always lEmit
thelr troatment o psychotic
deatitutes and do ol mecept
drug n.:lllsm or alcohoics.
“The idea,” they sald, "is to
troat patlents for llnessss not
of their own making.”

There are far too many pain-
tors with & consclance to name
individunlly, but both fmmous
and lesser-known namas have
risen (o the cause with an
anthuslesm  and  genecostty
that Is rare wnday; it is a heart-
warming endorssment.




